
Seward County Briefing – 10/1/2020 – 1:00pm 

Public Health Update 

• Four Corners – Nebraska has had a bigger increase in the last 14 days, sitting at 45,000 total 

cases, with 478 deaths. Four Corners has had a large increase in case numbers. The last 7 days 

we have had 91 cases, yesterday was the all time high in one day with 20 new cases. In the last 7 

days, York had 25 cases, Seward County had 35, Butler 19, Polk 12. We try to break it down by 

case per million per day as a guide to show transmission, and Seward County has 289 cases per 

million per day and we want that number at 50 or below. Because of high case counts, we are 

now utilizing contact tracers from the state. Originally we were getting by with our staff and 

local contact tracers, but it is too overwhelming that we have to use state tracers. We also have 

not had the staff to recover people, so our recoveries have been stagnant but we are going to 

work on that next week. We are seeing an increase of people in hospitals. We are helping 

community members in planning events if they have a capacity of 500 or more, helping to plan 

those safely. We are also seeing many cases touching schools, whether it be parents, kids, or 

teachers. LTCF are ramping up testing, they are having more test run through their facilities 

which also helps contribute negative results to the positivity rate. Our risk dial was at 1.88 last 

week, we are resetting it today, so stay tuned to see what that brings and we will be announcing 

that tomorrow. We still recommend avoiding crowds, wearing face coverings and staying 

healthy. Even though we are in phase 4, our rates of transmission are high and October will be a 

pivotal month for us.  

• PPE – We received a large shipment yesterday and getting that ready to go today, everything is 

still going good in that regard. Today is also my last day as ERC here at the health department 

and I just wanted to say thank you to everyone for being so welcoming and wonderful to work 

with. My next adventure is taking me to California for a while but I will be back in this area in the 

future.  

 

Local Government Sector: 

• Greg Butcher, City of Seward – Most facilities are open and the city is working through 

recreational sports. Also planning for winter sports, planning with NSAA for those.  

 

Medical Sector: 

• Mallory Gibreal, MHCS – New drive through flu shot clinic scheduled, October 13 from 7-9m. We 

do have high dose for seniors as well as normal flu shot. October 13 from 4-6 pediatric flu shot 

inside the clinic. We have many remaining flu shots in the clinic and partnering with businesses, 

schools, and senior centers to get those into the community. 

• Roger Reamer – every year we have to put an order in for the amount of flu vaccines we will 

need for the next year, so we made that decision last November pre-COVID. We cannot order 

more once the order is in. That is why you see areas running out. This morning there was 250 

inpatients in the hospitals, they had 235 in May. It takes about 2-5 weeks for those to catch up 

with the increase in cases. There has been 13 Seward County residents that had been 

hospitalized since the start of this. We have not had any COVID inpatient patients. We are doing 



rapid testing twice a day, as things are getting busier, at 10am and 2pm. The rapid test is for 

patients with symptoms only, otherwise we send those off to a reference lap, not using a rapid 

test. Test NE is still every Friday, 9-11. We did just over 50 last week. Working on replacing our 

curbside testing as the cold season is approaching. Dr. Anthone said LTCF should be getting tests 

moving forward so that is looking more positive than before.  

o Laura – As of now, there is currently 1 person from Seward County in the hospital and 

they are in a larger hospital, not in Seward County.  

 

Business Sector: 

• Jonathan Jank – Today Governor Ricketts and others declared October as manufacturing month. 

Next week October 7-9 is our conference. We worked with FCHD on this event to keep it safe. 

October 10 is a city clean up day in Seward. Working on our Annual Christmas festival, with help 

from FCHD. Changing the parade from one big gathering to having floats in separate parking 

lots.  

 

Education Sector: 

• Josh Fields – We have seen an uptick with the number of cases in our school district as well as 

quarantines. We are working with the contract tracing to help FCHD out. We continue with face 

coverings and sanitizing throughout the schools.  

• Andreea Baker – Our numbers on campus remain low, our quarantine numbers are low also. 

Some sports events are postponed because of other schools. We continue our mask policy 

throughout the school.  

 

Faith Community Sector: 

• Seward Co. Ministerial Association, Jo Ellen Axthelm – Virtual Crop Walk for Seward County the 

week of  October 4th to the 10th, with funds to donate can be taken to the local banks and the 

locked drop box at Seward UMC by the front door (in envelope marked for crop walk).  We will 

host a community week of prayer prior to Election Day, to encourage folks to prayerfully vote 

(not for any specific persons but to actively be part of the voting process.  Food Net and Food 

banks continue to have needs, specifically for paper products like tissues/paper towels and non-

perishable items to stock for the winter months.  Any donations are still appreciated to the local 

food places.  Laundry Love continues on the last Thursday of the month here in Seward… free 

and helpful!  Sorry I have to leave shortly, but appreciate the community updates Laura!  This is 

so appreciated and use of the risk dial are very helpful to all of our faith community and 

churches. Trunk or Treats for Faith Communities are in the works, and are working on planning 

with the Four Corners planning forms.  Seward UMC and St. Vincent’s are planning as of now. 

 

Nonprofits: 

• Megan – Seward County Bridges – The cleanup day is Saturday October 10th from 8-12. We are 

not doing any hazardous waste pickup or data (TV’s, computers, printers). We are only doing 

scrap metal and appliances. Blood donation is a big need. Active people healthy Seward 



initiative is making progress, they received a $10,000 grant for improving the lives of children in 

the community, we are looking at several options in the community. SE NE CASA has launched a 

podcast, a powerful hour. Please consider donating to Foster Friends over the holiday season to 

give back to the community. 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/7tZtzUkn5D5AImrTpVyNrq?si=sj5py-VjTcmkq-

Xigf5QsA&utm_source=copy-link 

 

Questions/Comments:  

• What is a "low" number of covid cases at Condordia? 

o Andreea Baker - Our dashboard states we only have 1 current case at Concordia.  

• With DHHS calling, will they leave a message? 

o Yes they will leave a message and call at least 4 times to get a hold of you.  

• How do they identify themselves when they call for contact tracing? Spamming with our seniors 

is a problem and I want to give them confidence to answer questions. 

o They will give information stating they are DHHS contact tracers, and you would have 

had to have a COVID test to receive this call. They will not ask for any financial 

information requested, no SSN, just strictly to do with COVID. 

• So people who test positive tell the contact tracers who they have been around but then those 

people are not contacted? 

o We do contact other people when they have been exposed to a positive person. That 

also might be a DHHS person calling, but they would just be telling you that information 

and asking you to stay home, not asking for any financial information. Some people 

refuse to give us names so that makes it hard to work with.  

• Sharon Powell – Any guidance on trunk or treating?  

o The idea is to organize it so there is not crowds, spacing kids out and moving through. 

Also recommend pre packaged treats so not everyone is touching others.  

Next meeting Thursday – October 15th, 2020 @ 1:00 
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